Jumping Mouse

THEATRE Zeppelin from Hamburg (Germany) and Dhow
Cuun_u'iﬁi Music Academy (DCMA) stage childrens theatre in
Zanzibar Stephanie Grau, theatre director of the Theater
School “Theater Zeppelin” in Hamburg, Germany, is visiting
Zanzibar and performed at the Dhow Couniries Music
Academy (DCMA) her play “Jumping Mouse” and directed
the Kiswahili play “Sisimizi”. Grau makes theatre now for
over 30 years, mainly with children and youth, but she also
made several documentary films for German TV about
children’s theatre as well as feature films for children. In
February this year she received a prize for her latest theatre
play, 'Daily News’ interviewed Stephanie Grau at the DCMA.

Questior: Can yoo 168 s

eppelin’ was foundad it 1979
15 & place, where children plia
et for children. | is now a
Meatre scheal  for abswmt - 200
children from aged 6 1 20 play-
ing in 17 ensensbles, W have
T 0T SERZE an A beat onone
of the many canals in Hambuorg.
And each year we have 100 per-
lorTnEnces. S0 we're pretty buay:

(Questiomes: What kind - of
beatoe do vou play!

Stephanie Gran: That- de-
wends, Often we use stories from
‘hildrens hooks. But frequendly
he children make wpibelr pwn
ory, comving from  thali owm.
aperiences, And thal s wery
mpoant, 0 express onesell
trough theatme. 1 jove 0 work
n themes that represent ol
me and the futnre,

Question: Hovw did this -
peralion with DCMA  coene
bout?

Stephanie  Grog:  Muecke
nbeckhandy, the miew CEO of
e Dhow Countries Mok
cafemy, B an old friend of
Enes, She is irom Hasnburg, 1
e and Bor many years she
arked i eiilfion: managemend
= v e several projects, -
sthee 5o when T planmed 1o

Stephanic G TiEie .

conue amd wisit her in Zanzibar,
i immedistely thougle about
it o my visit eonhd also bene-
fit the music school hers o
Zanzihar, especinlly the  chil-

5 oniresch progran of 1C

AL
Question: 5o whar exactly
did ot vio bere in Zaneibar?
Stephamie Grau: We disl twg
Ehringes e, acmally. Fist of al,
1 it e wth ome of DEMLY's
leachers, Said Vi, whio works
i the academy’s children's pro-
mram. He has a bt of expenience
In thds fisld. e Fived for sevetal
years in Cemamy worked them
with - kinderganien  chikdren
teaching them music, He wid
e a short soey of Sisimizd and
then we warke) for 2 manih 1o-
Mgﬂha‘“ making a theatne play sl
Ml‘!.-‘. 1 camis Ly peerfonmm
vy pliny the  hanping Mouse™
It is oy old Malive American
Tairy tale abaun 4 small momss
that hears a stiange sound aml
tries to fid sl where B comes
Trom. D this dangenous fourey
the litle mpuse  shaws - howr
conimageons and hew' holpful [t
i5. I the end, it i transformeed
by an sagde,
Question:
“Blsindzi" aboust?
Stephamle Grau: It's about a
small -ant that loses’ her famdly

and waners alone through the
foreat. She's very hungry. and
alrwidd, Bat she finds & hose full
of fooel and she manages jo seay
and defend {& sgaina ihe hig an-
mmals that want fo driw her
AWY

Cuestlor T it o theatre play
iy for children?

Stephani: Gz Mol neces-
sarly. DCMA invited  children
from varions MNursery-and Pri-
mary Schoals in Zanzilar: sa
morst kidls in the awdience were
qrite voung. Bt like every good
story there's: mene than ohe

=T

DCMA
Photo

& ard
g

The CEO of the Dhow Countrias Music
1 Academy [CRCMA) Muecle
Quinckhardt [left], Said Vuai (centre)
Etm:nh Grau during the
show in Zanzibar racently,
by a comespondant)
P S S

meandng o B For the very
voung childven jt's more the fun
o play {n_this advenbure. Older
cliibdren and adules mae s
more the philosoplical nrscge

Cuestlon: Wiich =i

sdbephanie Gau: Well, in
bith slevies we have very amall
bt very baave animaks. B sy
fake their lives o ileir own
hand and althougl  they'ne
smmall, by belng smart ol help-
ful thev mwake a lol uf difference
i the Hves af athers,

Steqshanie Graw: First of ail, 1
like children wery much. And 1
think theatre for childven = ex-
inemely - foporiane. - A socichr
without culture s a errble
place. Crur chiliren are the fi-
e of omar sockety il iU e
waind themm oo prow wp i be albile
ta face the clallenges of the fu-
ture, they have 1o be inspined,
creative adulls Inspimbion and
creativity is what culfune and
theatr: is all abour, Mlaving the
Arve comes matural o chiliten;
mhe-play i part of ormal chil-
dien’s plav. By takdng on the
Tkt af someone else, we can e
perment with our life Al of
omirse, theatre = o wonsderful
Wy o express ones idess and
connundcate themn fo othes.

and ‘Sisimizi’

Quiestion: Ax we hoard |
your firat tinoe fo Afriea? He
weag it for you working in i
few rovironmen

Seaphane G Boall ae
very, very well. Al people |
vnlver] - wmickeid very hand. B
exanple, [ "Sisimiz” we L
L laild & compleie stage, wit
sl Zanribarl doar amd Wl
local carpenter did it in a man
of ome week. W worked wi
local Tinga Tisga painsers. 1k
WENE Very, vern: smooth,

Chrestion: What is planm
for the foture?

Slephaodv Graw: | can't @
yeb dxacthl We hope of oou
that this & jusc the beginmin
Co-opesalion wishs both way
It wiateld b wanderdul, If 8a
ikl bring "Sisimizr” oo Hag
burgs Tt soouild be very fispisis
for sue childe, o, o e«
pased ta an Afsican play, And«
couise, Hwt much {8 sop
“Bidimniz" will el throug
sehinnls s well as o e le
anrl on ihe mainland

Ouestion: Do you abread
know when the play will b
shown in- Dar es Saluamd

Seephinle Graa Mot wcacth
DRCRA s sl werrking i th
dares bor peffeemances in Dar ¢
Sakassti andd ather downs. Bt
weidl be in Tome or July.
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